Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 29th July 2026 Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: Councillors Julian Sleath, Wayne Harding, Neil Bates, Karen Dunwoodie, Sophie Lemal, Wendy Robinson and Clerk Julie Sleath plus incoming Councillor Alec Hesleden and one member of the public.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wed 20 May 2026 were approved and signed
2. Apologies received from District Cllr Simon Myers and PCSOs Jayne Grace and Julia Runciman.
3. Co-option of new Parish Councillor : Chair Julian Sleath proposed the co-option of Alec Hesleden onto Hellifield Parish Council to fill the remaining Councillor vacancy. Councillor Karen Dunwoodie seconded the motion and all voted in favour. Relevant documentation regarding qualifications for office, a brief CV, and a Declarations of Interest form were all signed pre meeting. The Declaration of Acceptance of office was signed by Co-opted Councillor Alec Hesleden at the meeting.   
4. To record members’ interests: no changes reported 
5. Public Participation: a member of the public thanked North Yorkshire Councillor Simon Myers and the Planning Team at NYC for the recent designation of the Flashes as a Site of National Importance for Conservation (SINC)
6. Village Matters
6.1 No reports of antisocial behaviour 
6.2 Report from NY Police on Crime: 

We have had 33 incidents reported to the Police in Hellifield between 18.05.26 & 28.07.26 

Reports include – Police admin, other police force, animal concerns deer A682 / loose dog A65, ASB Nuisance/personal/Civil dispute, Road related offence – manner of driving, suspect persons/vehicle, ASB Environmental – animal waste – stopped checked, Domestic dispute, safeguarding & suspect text message re package delivery  

5 x reports - Concern for welfare/safety /missing – joint partnership working

24.05.26 – X3 – ASB Nuisance – Appleby parking/traffic

01.06.26 – Theft of Lawnmower – Peel Green

29.06.26 & 03.07.26 - RTC – 2 vehicle – A65

28.07.26 - Wanted male from other force arrested
6.3 Clerk’s actions (condensed list) from last meeting cascaded to Councillors pre meeting and have been further condensed for the minutes. No queries required: Documents and emails actioned and managed and stored. Home addresses for Councillors removed from public domain in line with new guidelines. AGAR submitted and some work done to clarify details. Public Notice posted for audit documentation access if required. Lights and road issues, and overgrown hedges reported to NYC (finally admitted they own the lights on the end of Gisburn Road on the island). Brook Street lights and lamp replacement arranged. Milestone refurbishment finalised. Great job by Josephine Elsmore, village resident and artist. Gift arranged. Salaries / Payments / Banking and reconciliation records all completed for 2 months. Minutes and Agendas prepped and printed for meeting. 
6.4 North Yorks Local Plan – Cllr Dunwoodie drafted a letter to residents in the area she was allocated to cover (East of Gisburn Road – SR0013 and to the side of the Church SR0012). Out of 50 letters issued, 10 responses were received with a range of views, which have all been recorded. Cllr Robinson took a similar action with residents in the locality of Station Road SR0010. In addition she requested that trees on this site be made subject to a Tree Preservation Order which has been taken up by NYC Planning. In addition Cllr Robinson completed and recorded a report on the Flashes area SR0007.
7. Council Matters 
7.1 Allotments – Further 3 x allotments vacated/advertised/re-let. Fabulous new gate completed and installed. 
7.2 Playgrounds –Thorndale land next to garage occupied with no prior agreement with HPCand involved party asked to vacate by freeholders agents WBW, as HPC are unable to sub-lease sections of the property under their own lease. Swing brackets strengthened after Insurer inspection.  

Thorndale - Hotshots Rounders event planned for weekend, and after sight  by the Clerk of Hotshots PL Insurance this was formally proposed as being approved by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Robinson and all voted in favour.

Station Road wasps issue resolved. Thanks to Cllr Harding for actions on wasps and Swing brackets. 
7.3 Section 106 monies update  Sadly there is no new information regarding the S 106 monies due for the Playgrounds. Cllr Myers reports that the timescale is looking a little more positive.

8. Report from District Councillor, Simon Myers. 
My apologies for not being able to join you. Three updates of note:

Firstly, as Councillors will see, Hellifield Flashes have been designated as a ‘Site on Importance for Nature Conservation’ by NYC Planning and Ecology Officers. This gives a added layer of protection to the site and Planning Officers have to consider the ecological value of the site when determining any application. 

Secondly, North Yorkshire Council have agreed to resurface part of Station Road, not just to fill some potholes. I am trying to get a date and will keep pressing for them to get on with it, but I am pleased to have got agreement to do the work after many years of buck passing.

I continue to try and get somewhere regarding the return to normality of the 580 Bus Service. I’m not sure I am making much progress but I keep trying. I am hoping to see that the Petition which has been signed by some 400 or more residents will be handed in to the next Meeting of the Skipton and Ripon Area Committee on the 1st October.

Hopefully the new road at Kex Gill will be mostly open by the end of August. 

Sadly I have no new information regarding the S 106 monies due for the Playgrounds, although I do know that the timescale is looking a little more positive.

9. Correspondence:
9.1 Request from resident to install barrier in place of plastic hazard markers at the end of Kendal Close. Raised with NYC and copied in Cllr Myers with inspection to take place. 
9.2 Response received to membership enquiry raised with YLCA regarding costs/benefits. Previous consensus was that it was expensive, unhelpful when assistance needed and there was an overabundance of cascaded emails for Councillors. Out of a total of 1100 Parishes/Councils across Yorkshire only 532 are members. The cost is £528 per year (no reduction for part year). Clerk suggests membership important so that HPC can accurately follow legal guidelines for Parish Councils. Clerk to review the position once final AGAR results are available, and identify whether an alternate Internal Auditor can be identified 
10. Street Lighting: 
· Electricity North West proposal to remove post on Brook Street and replace wiring underground will mean HPC need to fund a replacement post so that the current light fitting can remain. Quote awaited from B Hugill. NB all residents of Brook Street have to agree before any work can proceed 

· Lancs and Yorks Terrace (repair invoice still outstanding).
· Light to remove at end of East View

· Light out at end of Gisburn Road (success in that NYC now agree that this is their responsibility)
11. Highways:  a success - BT manhole cover on A65 across from end of Gisburn Road finally repaired 

12. Planning items: no comments to any of the below
a) APPLICATION NO: 26/03230/FUL. PROPOSAL: Full application for conversion of agricultural buildings to two residential dwellings with residential curtilage. LOCATION: Tenley Farm Thornview Road To Hall Field Hellifield (HPC response required by 1 Aug)
b) APPLICATION NO: 26/03498/LB. PROPOSAL: Listed building consent for extensions to Keepers Cottage and conversion of single storey barns and outbuildings at The Granary to form 3 dwellings

LOCATION: Keepers Cottage Peel Green Hellifield (HPC response required by 3 Aug)
c) APPLICATION NO: CRAZA25/27550/FUL. PROPOSAL: Full planning permission for the construction of a single storey building for use as holiday accommodation. LOCATION: Hayber Farm, Land To West Ray Gill To Mill Lane, Nappa (HPC response required by 16 Aug)
d) TPO NO. 08/2026 (CRA) – THE GREEN FARM, GISBURN ROAD, HELLIFIELD, NORTH YORKSHIRE BD23 4LA NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION North Yorkshire Council in pursuance of its powers as Local Planning Authority under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as amended has on 15 May 2026 confirmed without modification the above Tree Preservation Order made by the said Council on 16 February 2026.

e) CASE NUMBER: 26/03792/LETFR.  PROPOSAL: Parish Council and local residents to request that consideration be made to establish tree preservation orders on 4 mature Horse Chestnut trees located in a small wooded area on Station Road, Hellifield believed to be owned by North Yorkshire Council LOCATION: Land As0085 Station Road Hellifield 
13. Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters including receipts, payments, transfers and
donations. 
a. Signed payments and receipts schedules for May and June 2026.

b. Approval for Internal Auditor Quote for next financial year postponed (see 9.2 above)
14.  No items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings put forward.
Date of next meeting - in the Village Institute – September 16th 7:30pm.  
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk of Hellifield Parish Council – July 2026

